
Please help the DPW this winter 
If any person shall place or cause to be put any snow or ice 
upon the surface of the traveled portion of any road, he or 
she shall be fined no more than one hundred dollars. This 
shall not apply where snow or ice is pushed across the trav-
eled surface of a road as long as the snow or ice on the trav-
eled way is immediately cleaned up and removed. 
 
Beginning November 15 and continuing until April 15, notice 
is hereby given that all motor vehicles parked on any street 
or highway between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. will be towed 
at the owner’s expense and risk. 
 
Please remove items from the roadway and right of ways like basketball hoops, bike ramps etc... It 
is hard for the drivers to see them at night or when it is snowing.  Please keep in mind that the 
Town will not be held responsible for damages to items such as these if they are left in areas that 
could be hit or knocked over by the snow.  It is not always that a plow or wing hits the items they 
could be damaged by the weight or force of the snow.    
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                                                         Swanzey 2018 Tax Rate 

 

  2016 2017 2018 % Increase 

Town 6.06 6.16 6.14 -0.32% 

County 3.50 3.65 4.18 14.52% 

Local School 16.90 16.08 17.08 6.22% 

State School 2.41 2.27 2.29 0.88% 

Total 28.87 28.16 29.69 5.43% 

The Swanzey tax rate has been set at $29.69 /$1,000, a 5.43% increase from 2017. For a property 
assessed at $100,000, the 2018 total tax bill is projected to increase roughly $153 from 2017. 
Properties in the North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct are also subject to the precinct tax, which 
brings their total rate to $30.38, an increase of 5.3% from $28.85. Tax bills will be mailed during the 
week of December 10

th
 and will be due on January 14th. Taxpayers with tax payment questions 

should contact Tax Collector Jason Taylor (352-7411 ext. 109 or jtaylor@town.swanzey.nh.us) and 
taxpayers with property assessment questions should contact Assessing Coordinator Christine 
Smith (352-7411 ext. 114 or csmith@town.swanzey.nh.us). 



Eaton Road Reconstruction 

The Town’s next scheduled road reconstruction project is Eaton Road from Sawyers Crossing 
Road to Greenleaf Road.  Surveyors were out working this fall and have completed their work.  
The Town and its engineering firm Underwood Engineers will be hosting a public informational 
session in late January to give an overview of the project and get input from abutters and the pub-
lic.  This project is subject to voter approval and will include tree removal, drainage improvements, 
and reconstructing the road surface and is subject to funding at Town Meeting (see below the 
Town Road Improvement Plan). 
 
 

Town Road Improvement Plan 

Town staff and the Capital Improvements Plan Committee (CIPC) have put together a compre-
hensive plan outlining the repair and reconstruction of a number of the Town’s roads. Over the 
course of 2018 all Town roads had their condition assessed and were categorized as very good, 
good, fair, poor, or very poor. Roads in fair condition have been identified for less costly road re-
paving and maintenance funded through the Town’s operating budget. Roads in poor and very 
poor condition need to be reconstructed, which is more costly and includes reclaiming the existing 
asphalt, adding gravel, tree removal, improving drainage, and other improvements. Road recon-
struction is funded through contributions to the Road Reconstruction Expendable Trust Fund, $5 
per motor vehicle registration, and through a proposed $3 million bond at the 2019 Town Meeting. 
Roads projected to be reconstructed through this plan with voter support over the next six years 
are: Eaton Road, Holbrook Ave, Woodale Ave, East Shore Road, Pine Street, Talbot Hill Road, 
Davis Ave, North Winchester Street, South Winchester Street, Christian Hill Road, Spring Street, 
Marcy Hill Road, Fox Run Road, and Sugar Hill Road. The long term plan after this catch up effort 
will be to keep roads in fair or better condition to allow for lower cost repairs and avoid large re-
construction projects. 

Current Road Conditions as of December 2018 

Future Road Projects 



Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge Reconstruction and Lower Wilson Pond Dam Repair 

Engineering work is ongoing on both of these projects, which are scheduled to be constructed in 

2019.  The Town has filed environmental permit applications and is working with abutting landown-

ers to receive necessary easements. 

 

Rt. 32 / Sawyers Cross Road Roundabout 

The State of New Hampshire, using federal highway safety funds, is planning to construct a round-

about in 2019 at the intersection of Rt.32 (Old Homestead Highway) and Sawyers Crossing Road.  

This project does not use Town funds and improves an intersection with a history of car accidents.  

As part of this project, sidewalks and crosswalks around the roundabout will be improved.  Prelimi-

nary design plans for this project are available at Town Hall. 

The Town of Swanzey Celebrates $150,000 LCHIP 
Grant Award 

 
The Town of Swanzey is pleased to announce it has received a $150,000 grant award from 
the NH Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) to support the rehabilita-
tion of Whitcomb Hall. The forty-two projects receiving matching grants from LCHIP are spread 
all across the state. Sixteen natural resource conservation projects will be supported by $2 mil-
lion while twenty-six historic resource projects will receive $1.9 million, all in matching grants. 
 
Whitcomb Hall is the crown jewel of Main Street in Swanzey. George E. Whitcomb built Whit-
comb Hall as a “public hall” in 1916 and gifted it to the Town. It has significance for Swanzey 
and the broader Monadnock region because of its association with the Whitcomb family, the 
role it served during village life in the industrial era, and its potential to continue as a center-
piece of community civic, social and cultural activities. This project will fully return this histori-
cally significant building to its originally intended purpose. Work will include addressing the 
second floor of the hall, including rehabilitation of original tin ceiling and walls, stage and bal-
cony areas, refinishing floors, as well as compliance with safety, code, and other requirements. 



Swanzey Economic Revitalization Zone Expands 
On October 15

th
, the Town received approval from the New Hampshire Department of Business 

and Economic Affairs for an application to expand the Economic Revitalization Zone (ERZ) located 
between Routes 12 and Old Homestead Highway south of Wilson Pond to include Dillant-Hopkins 
Airport. Existing businesses located in the district include Moore Nanotechnology Systems, Frazier 
& Son Furniture Company, Carlisle Wide Plank Floors, Powers Guaranteed Generators, and Bau-
delaire. 
 
The ERZ designation is a tool used by the State to help existing businesses expand and new busi-
nesses relocate to New Hampshire. Properties within an ERZ may be eligible for State tax credits 
for projects that improve infrastructure and create new jobs. The City of Keene has completed a de-
velopment plan for the airport that shows approximately 30 acres of land that could be developed 
for different commercial uses.  
 
Home Improvement Projects 
Winter is a great time to start planning for home and property improvement projects for next sum-
mer. The Planning & Economic Development Department is here to help you with understanding 
what Town permits might be needed and what is required by the Building Code. Additional infor-
mation and application forms can be found on the Town’s website on the Planning & Economic De-
velopment page: www.town.swanzey.nh.us. If you have any questions, please contact Code En-
forcement Officer Mike Jasmin at code@town.swanzey.nh.us or give him a call at 352-7411 ext. 
105. 
 
Leadership Monadnock  
Planning & Economic Development Director, Matthew Bachler, is currently participating in the nine-
month Leadership Monadnock program run by the Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce. The pro-
gram brings together emerging leaders from the private, public, and non-profit sectors to learn 
about the challenges and opportunities of the Monadnock region. Topics covered include politics 
and government, economic development, education, health and wellness, public safety and criminal 
justice, and the natural environmental and conservation. The program began in October and will run 
through June 2019.  

Planning and Economic Development  
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Upcoming events 
Hazardous Waste Schedule: 
(Sat 3/23/19), (Wed 3/27/19), (Sat 3/30/19),  (Sat 4/13/19),  (Wed 4/17/19), (Sat 4/27/19),  (Sat 
5/11/19),  (Wed 5/15/19), (Sat 5/25/19),  (Sat 6/8/19),  (Wed 6/19/19),  (Sat 6/29/19)  
Any questions about Hazardous waste, talk to a facility operator. All collections will be held at the 
Keene Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility located adjacent to the Keene Recycling 
Center, 55 Old Summit Road, Keene from 8am-1pm. 
 
Reminders- Christmas wrapping paper is trash! 
The Swanzey Recycling Center would like to remind residents to clean out recyclables of food and 
remove any caps from bottles. This is not only a health issue but helps ensure that we are shipping 
the highest quality materials to market.   
The Swanzey Recycling is open to all Swanzey Residents. To get full use of the facility all you need 
to do is bring your vehicle registration to the center to get your free green recycling permit. All per-
mits are attached to your vehicle’s mirror or front bumper. This ensures that only Swanzey residents 
get full use of this great facility! While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, 
the Center charges disposal fees to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Se-
lectmen periodically reviews and may adjust these fees, after a public hearing.  
 

Fees are payable by check or cash at drop-off 
 
Recycling is mandatory to use the facility… 
 
Attendants are authorized through the Solid Waste Processing Facility Ordinance- Town of 
Swanzey, to inspect all bags and boxes for compliance of recycling and may refuse to accept 
garbage containing recyclables. Adopted by BOS 06/26/2012. The only bad question is the 
one that is never asked, we are here to help and educate the importance of recycling! 
If you would like to schedule a facility tour and see the process first hand you can call 603-
357-3808 or email jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us and set up a time! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recycling Center 

Winter Upcycling Project 
This winter’s upcycling project is old garden equipment. Cleaning out a shed or garage preparing 

for next Spring? Here are a few ideas for old garden tools that are useful and unique! 

mailto:jwhipple@town.swanzey.nh.us
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwis_qP0qYbfAhUk0oMKHec5ClIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.diys.com/15-ways-repurpose-old-tools/&psig=AOvVaw28ATEJggDdyisJJIPKc3Kw&ust=1544018128178364
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjq26TLqobfAhXM3YMKHfOvAh4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://dukesandduchesses.com/10-ways-to-repurpose-old-garden-tools/&psig=AOvVaw28ATEJggDdyisJJIPKc3Kw&ust=1544018128178364


Recycling Market update 
The chart shown below represents the price per ton that the Swanzey recycling has been receiving 
over the span of 2014 through 2018. Market pricing can go up and down in an instant.  Mixed pa-
per pricing has taken the biggest hit over the past couple years. Mixed paper pricing hit a low in 
the winter of 2017, the price dropped to a cost of $50-$60 dollars a ton in a market the Recycling 
Center should be generating revenue. The Recycling Center has taken steps with extra sorting 
and checking different vendor pricing to avoid some of the disposal costs. 

Waste Oil 
The Swanzey Recycling Center needs 
your help! If you perform DIY mainte-
nance on a: vehicle, boat, plane, four-
wheeler, lawn mower or anything with 
a motor, we can take your used motor 
oil! The Swanzey Recycling Center 
burns waste oil to heat the facility in 
the cold months, 1,200 to 1,600 gal-
lons of waste oil can be burned in a 
year. This saves thousands of dollars 
in tax money while giving the staff a 
place to warm up in the winter months. We also accept anti-freeze in separate containers that are 
properly labeled. We ask if you are dropping waste oil off to the facility that you label it with a 
name and a phone number to help keep contamination rates down. It is imperative that the Recy-
cling Center gets contamination free used motor oil to ensure the waste oil burner works properly.  
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The Swanzey Fire Department is comprised of a combination of career, 
part time and on call Firefighters and EMS providers all serving the needs 
of the town. Currently the Swanzey Fire Department has two career em-
ployees; the Fire Chief and the Fire Inspector, two part time employees; 
the Deputy Fire Chief and the EMS Coordinator (both working sixteen 
hours a week) and forty on call Firefighters and Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians who attend meetings, trainings and respond to fire, rescue and 
EMS calls when they are activated by our dispatch center.     
 
This unique combination allows the department to provide staffing at criti-
cal times during the week when many the on-call personnel are working or 
out of town.  To maintain readiness the Swanzey Fire Department works 
diligently to maintain a roster of on-call professionals who willingly attend 
training courses, monthly continuing education and obtain state and national certifications that qualify 
them to provide both fire and EMS services. The on call members operate from one of the town’s 
three fire stations and are responsible for staffing three Engine Companies, one Tanker, one Aerial 
Truck, a Brush Truck, Rescue Truck and two medical response vehicles. 

 
To ensure readiness, the department is almost constantly recruiting resi-
dents of the community who are willing to become Firefighters and Emer-
gency Medical Technicians.  There are opportunities for men and women of 
all ages who meet the minimum physical requirements as well as a youth 
firefighter/EMT program for sixteen and seventeen year olds.  This year the 
department will respond to over 1000 emergencies both in Swanzey and to 
other communities who share mutual aid agreements through the South 
West New Hampshire District Mutual Aid Association of which Swanzey is a 
member.  Many of these emergencies are medical in nature or motor vehi-
cle accidents.  Our personnel respond initially and in advance of the town’s 
contracted ambulance service to provide basic and advanced medical ser-
vices.  To qualify as a responder, a member of the department must attend 
an initial 240 hours, Emergency Medical Technician Course that takes 
about 4-6 months to complete.  EMS students are trained by qualified in-

structors who work under the authority of the New Hampshire Fire Standards and Training Commis-
sion.  Instructors prepare students using approved curriculum and nationally standardized practical 
and written testing.  Once certified our EMS providers apply for licensing 
through the NH Department of Safety, Bureau of EMS who license all EMS 
providers in the state.   
   

Once licensed and certified the training continues with mandated monthly 
continuing education sessions provided by the Swanzey Fire Department 
and other training opportunities that provide members with knowledge of 
current best practices.  With EMS, the learning never stops. EMS providers 
are required to recertify every two years. 
 

 

Fire Department 
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In Swanzey we are truly fortunate sixteen licensed providers and six members are currently attend-
ing a department sponsored Emergency Medical Technician course.  The course is state approved 
and will conclude at the end of December.  Students will then take the National Registry of Emer-
gency Medical Technician written exam in Concord, NH and the State of NH practical exam.  By 
February these new students will be integrated into the department and responding alongside other 
experience providers.  Because of the high volume of calls in the community, EMS responders are 
assigned a specific on call night during the week to respond to calls.  The rest of the time it is an 
open response.  
 
Swanzey Fire Department personnel are your neighbors, friends and sometimes family members 
who live right here in Swanzey.  Please join the members of the Swanzey Fire Department in wel-
coming our newest Emergency Medical Technicians and EMT students including Chelsea Bell, 
(Station 2), Jacob Sanchez, (Station 3), Ashley West, (Station 3), David Mark, (Station 3), Haleigh 
Lord, (Station 2), Keegan Landfair, (Station 2), Meghan Foley, (Station 3), and Tirzah Nelson, 
(Station 2).   
 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a certified Firefighter or Licensed Emergency 
Medical Technician, the department leaders are anxious to speak with you about the commitment 
and the benefits of joining.  The department does not discriminate based on religion, sex, nationality, 
or age.  If you would like to schedule an appointment to learn more about employment as an on call 
Firefighter or Emergency Medical Technician, contact Chief Norman W. Skantze by calling 603-358-
6455 or stop by Headquarters located at 34 Main Street, Swanzey, New Hampshire.  Applications 
for the Swanzey Fire Department can be found on the Town’s web site, Swanzey Fire Department 
section. 

ABATEMENTS 
 
You may file an abatement if you feel that your 
property assessment is incorrect. 
 
Complete the abatement application and re-
turn to the municipality by March 1 following 
the notice of tax.  The municipality has until 
July 1 following the notice of tax to grant or de-
ny the abatement application. 
 
If you would like more information or an abate-
ment application please contact Christine 
Smith, Assessing Coordinator, at 603-352-
7411 X114 or visit our website 
www.town.swanzey.nh.us. 

2018 Halloween Block Party  

The weather didn’t cooperate but we had a 

great turnout for the indoor activates.  It looked 

like there was fun had by all. We had close to 

20 business sign up to participate in Trunk or 

Treat. He hope that each year this tradition can 

grow. We look  forward to next year and we 

hope you will too!  
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The Rail Trail Advisory Committee (RTAC) continues work on improving and maintaining both the 
Ashuelot Trail and the Cheshire Trail.   
 
Due to the several storms that passed through Swanzey there were numerous fallen trees and de-
bris on the trail. Significant clearing of the trails has taken place.  
 
The committee submitted application for the Federal TAP (Transportation Alternative Program) 
grant. If approved the grant would provide 80 % of the funds needed to completely restore the 
Ashuelot trail from the Holbrook Ave/Riverside Lane intersection to the Swanzey/Winchester town 
line, plus the section of the trail that parallels Pine St. The grant would also help fund completely 
restore the Cheshire Trail from Swanzey Factory Rd to Webb Depot Road.  
 
The committee did some significant drainage ditch clearing on both the Cheshire Trail and Ashuelot 
by use of a compact excavator. Two approaches were taken: 1.) Using some of the RTAC funds, 
hire a local contractor; 2.) Bobcat of NH graciously allowed the Town of Swanzey to “demo” a unit 
for two days. Both the Department of Public Works and the RTAC took advantage of this opportuni-
ty. It proved very valuable and gave members of both the DPW and the RTAC a real good feel of 
the type of work the Bobcat unit can do. The time spent was very productive.    
 
The work is paying off. The trail count, on both trails, is up from a year ago! 
 
The snow is upon us so get out and enjoy the crisp cool air and all the improvements made on 
these to very valued and unique resources running through the town. 
 
If you are interested in joining the RTAC or being a volunteer to help maintain the trails, please con-
tact Mike Kowalczyk at mkowalczyk1958@gmail.com. 

Rail Trail Advisory Committee 
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        The purchase of Mt. Caesar (The Carpenter Property) by the Town is nearing completion.  The 
survey to separate the Carpenter Home from the acreage is complete and the subdivision process 
has been followed.  Hopefully, the purchase will be completed by the end of the year.  We celebrate 
the town residents and the Board of Selectmen for their part in assuring that the “Crown Jewel” of 
Swanzey will remain open for public enjoyment and recreation.  This has long been a priority of the 
Open Space Committee and we will continue to work to ensure that these benefits continue forever 
and that this significant, historic piece of property will always be open.” 
 
      A hike for the public was held on Mt.Caesar this fall led by Laura French ~ a forester for 
Meadowsend Timberlands and Meadowsend Consulting, the company which oversees the Town’s 
woodlands. Historic granite quarries, old stonewalls that used to double as fences and channels to 
lead animals from pasture to pasture in years past were pointed out. A high quality wildlife environ-
ment abounds throughout the property as well as valuable stands of white oak. Low bush vegetation 
in the lower field was highlighted as conducive for food and nesting for smaller critters and a variety 
of birds. It was noted the main road needs some restoration and the buck thorn in the field also 
needs to be addressed. Currently the Conservation Commission is working on a plan for the remov-
al of the buck thorn. 
 
       Another project that has come across 
the desk of the OSC is wetland mitigation 
funds available as a result of a runway ex-
tension project at Dillant-Hopkins Airport. 
Together with the Town Administrator and 
the Conservation Commission projects 
have been suggested that are appropriate 
for this funding and soon there will be a de-
cision as to which project may get the ben-
efit of these funds. Stay tuned! 
 
The Open Space committee continues to 
oversee the maintenance of some of the 
conserved properties in town – maps to be 
printed, trails to be blazed, restoring signs 
~ all to guide hikers who wish to enjoy the 
views and beauty of Swanzey. 
 
   Swanzey Open Space members look for-
ward to continuing to work on behalf of 
Swanzey’s rural character and the special 
places in our town. Thinking of the im-
portance of open space for the health, 
economy and beauty of Swanzey and 
counting our blessings for Swanzey’s gen-
erous landowners, we look forward to 
2019. 

Open Space Committee 


